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July 2017 Newsletter and Committee Information 
 
Without going on about the poor weather, the Mid Summer Fly in on 21st June 2017 
just managed to aviod the heavy rain and thunder storms that swept Scotland and 
through Edinburgh that night. There were a few nice planes flying and a good turn 
out considering the climate (see pics below).  
 

 
 
 

……………………………………………………………………… 
 

Committee meeting Wednesday 7pm 12th July 2017 Green Park Centre 
 
Attendees : Chairman - Arty Fisher. Committee Members; Alex Munro 
 
Apologies : Secretary  - Derek Bradford. Treasurer -  Tam Dodds. Safety Officer - 
Jamie Richards. Committee Members; Alex Munro, Graham Robertson, David 
Macleod. 
 
Chair Updates : Some discussion was held regarding the current FMFC Web site 
and the issuing of the newsletter. It was agreed that the contact/distribution list of 
members should be held by the club Secretary (Derek) for the issue of the club 
newsletter and club communications. Further to this it was also agreed that the club 
would move to a new web hosting site. The new site Can be found at,   
 
http://falkirkmodelflyingclub.wordpress.com   
 
The new website has 18 menu pages including, Beginners and Training, Joining and 
Membership, Items for Sale, Up and Coming events, Photo and Video Gallery. Feel 
free to provide feedback to the Committee if you wish any changes or additions to 
the site. There is also a Contact and Chat Group page, where members who provide 
their details will be added to a list shared within the Chat Group, therefore members 
can contact each other. The Committee are now asking members for an up to date 
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email address. The address you supply will be used for the mailing of the newsletter 
and also club information (e.g. calling for volunteers to help for events etc.). You can 
supply your email by one of the following methods,  
 

 Write your Email Address down and return by hand to a committee member. 

 Fill in the Comments box page in the new website. 

 Message the FMFC Face Book Page. 

 Email chairman at Chairmanfmfc@mail.com  or Chairman@fmfc.org.uk 
 
Until the new distribution list is set up, this July 2017 Committee newsletter will only 
be available on the new web site or be sent to members where we hold their email 
address already. Once all the members emails addresses are up to date notification 
will be sent to advise we are up and running and the July newsletter will be emailed 
out, clerical newsletter issue will remain unchanged.  
 
Summer Fly In arrangements: Our next event will be the FMFC Summer fly in on 
the 6th August 2017, Alex Munro has kindly offered to run the refreshments as usual 
(thanks Alex). We will need help for setting up the gazebo and the fencing in the field 
anyone interested in helping can you let one of the committee know. There will be 
three awards, best IC, best electric and best scale (as the mid-summer fly in cup was 
not awarded earlier this year). 
 
Geordies Trotting Event: As we all know when the Trotting event in August is 
arranged we do not fly that weekend provisionally this might be the 19th and 20th 
August, I will advise of the dates once Geordie confirms the dates (check the BLOG 
on the website for any updates).       
 
Winter meetings: Although we are still waiting on the summer weather we need to 
think about the winter meetings. The dates have now been confirmed for the next 
three committee meetings ( 11th Oct 2017, 10th Jan 2018, 11th April 2018) and the 
winter meetings, 18th October 2017, AGM 15th Nov 2017, 13th Dec 2017, 17th Jan 
2018, 21st Feb 2018 and 21st March 2018. We are now looking for events to fill the 
winter meetings e.g. speakers/video night/ safety plane set ups night/bring and buy 
night/simulator night. If anyone has ideas please let me know.   
 
Secretary Updates: Derek has been looking in to the feasibility of FMFC stickers 
and merchandise, you may have seen a few samples of these on planes or flight 
boxes. Please see the website for, T Shirts White or Black, Car window stickers or a   
Mugs,  
 
Treasurer Update: The annual club fees for 2017 are £21.00, however to 
discourage late payment the club has a current policy where if your club fees are 
paid after the end of the year an extra £5.00 is collected. This £5.00 only applies to 
current members renewing and not to new members joining after the start of the 
year. 
 
Safety Updates: 7 incidents have been brought to the attention of the committee 
over the past quarter, 3 broke SAA rules, the other 4 did not. We have a separate 
procedure for accidents but to help the committee monitor incidents and possible 
training requirements/trends incidents are now tracked on a “Safety Log”. If anything 
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is raised with the committee this will be logged for future reference. Please feel free 
to report anything you feel is of a concern, however due to the nature of the sport 
incidents can be common. Providing we stick to the SAA guidance and the 9 
previously mentioned FMFC safety guidelines (Jan 2017 Newsletter) all members 
should be safe. Planes will crash and fail, pilots will make errors, weather conditions 
can change. We are all encouraged to check our planes, ask for a second opinion if 
unsure on set up, ask a more experienced member to test fly your plane. Maiden 
flights should be given the sole use of the runway for testing (SAA guidance) and all 
planes should be taking off and landing on the strip with any manoeuvring over or 
further out from the strip over the rushes.  
 
There is however a concern that the committee wish to raise with you all. This 
involves the flying of Fixed wing Aircraft (especially Gliders) behind the pilots stance 
over the road and in to the hay field and beyond. If other members are in the Pilots 
stance, in the field, the pits, the road or at their cars, models should not be flown 
over them or behind them. The SAA clearly state “do not fly behind the pilots 
stance”. Members who fly behind the pilots stance (for whatever reason) will be 
advised not to do so. Please remember members are responsible for their  planes, 
their conduct and their flying, so look out for one another and keep the good spirit of 
the club at a high level, the committee would rather not have to intervene, but will do 
so if we feel members are at risk of injury or upset.  
 
Field Updates : The strip is looking great with hole filling and the cutting of the strip, 
there has also been some cutting of the rushes round the strip, at the ends of the 
strip and a possible cross strip area. With the wind becoming more common across 
the strip at months go on we may be able to roll and cut the ground north/LHS of the 
strip now the rushes have been cut down. Garry is working on a new gate with Alex, 
thanks to Danny for bringing some orange fencing and metal poles down, these will 
be useful for the Summer Fly in in August 2017. Thanks to Garry for a bag of soil to 
help fill the holes in. Thanks to Alex for keeping the strip grass cut an in order, 
thanks to Graham Hathaway for cutting the grass in Alex absence. In the winter 
months the field struggles to keep drained especially to the right hand side of the 
field, if anyone has suggestions on draining this area or any general suggestions 
regarding the flying strip please let the committee know, any improvements to drying 
out the field in the winter months greatly assists Alex when he comes to cut the field 
at the beginning of each new flying season.     
  
The committee have been floating the idea of providing one or two starting benches. 
This will significantly help members who have restrictions and allow planes to be up 
off the ground for testing and examination.  
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I am happy to say things have moved on significantly and Committee has sought 
agreement from Geordie and also built a bench (at a cost of Approx. £105.00). This 
involved new wood with a special discount and joinery work from my friend Derek 
Lees (I would like to say a big thanks to Derek). With the right saws and tools, 
screws. Bolts etc. this made the job easier, however it too approx. 4 hours of work.  
 
Since we have not had a start-up bench before the committee thought we might 
need some guidelines for using the bench, these can also be found on the new 
website under “Club Rules and Guidance”.    
 

…………………………….. 

A recent addition to the clubs facilities is a Startup bench. Below are the guidelines 
for using this. 

 Unclip the tarpaulin cover carefully. 
 If you are alone the bench can be left where it is as there are no others in 

front starting planes. 
 If there are others the bench should be lifted (by two people) one from each 

side, out to the flight line. 
 There is an extension to allow larger models on the bench lift  up  and put in 

place carefully. 
 Put away the bench, ensure its properly covered up to keep the animals and 

elements away. 

N.B. Remember once you start your engine go round the bench behind the 
prop remove your glow starter then lift your plane from the starting bench, 
once started retreat immediately to behind the prop. Never lean over a running 
engine to remove a glow starter from the front !!    

…………………………….. 
 
 
 
 
Regards, Chairman/Committee FMFC.    
 
 

                                         
 


