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February 2017 - Newsletter 
 
Dear all,  
            Hopefully the weather is on the up and up and we can look forward to some 
good flying this year, for those who attend the Green Park Centre for the winter 
meetings there is a couple of changes. These meetings will now commence at 7pm 
and run till 9pm with refreshments from 8.30pm to 9pm, this is due to changes on 
how the building is alarmed at the end of the night. You will also find a signing in 
sheet at the meetings, this is for fire safety purposes in case we are evacuated. The 
next meeting is on Wednesday 15th Febuary 2017 this will be a Film night covering a 
Model Show from 2016 and clips of 2016 FMFC flyers.       
 
Dates for your diary: The following has appeared on the SAA's web page: A 
message from Peter Millar, "Douglas Dickie Concours' and Social Evening" 
(Formerly the East Kilbride Concours') After some discussion with fellow modellers at 
the AGM, it was  regretted a decision had been made this event could no longer be 
held, and would be sorely missed. As this event has been the traditional start to our 
season over the years and has always been a very enjoyable, and well attended  
event, I decided to approach my club mates at Motherwell and District Club 
suggesting we could run an event on similar lines with agreement from Douglas. We 
have renamed the event, to recognise the magnificent achievements of Douglas 
Dickie and East Kilbride Club for the many years they have run the Concours'. We 
have managed to secure a venue on the original date of Friday 17th. February at 
Tannochside / Viewpark Church Hall, with an excellent cafeteria serving soft drinks 
with seating and tables, for around 40. It is our intention to try as far as possible to 
stick to the already accepted format with silent auction and raffle, bring and buy, etc., 
I am hopeful members will support this venture and make it as popular as ever. This 
is our first attempt at running such an event, so please come along and support us 
with your 2017 models Entry will be as before £5, with a raffle ticket, and the same 
classes for models in the concours' Scale Scratch or kit Built, Open Scratch or kit 
Built, ARTF Scale Fixed Wing, ARTF Open Fixed Wing, ARTF Helicopter. Adequate 
parking facilities are available. We look forward to meeting everyone on the night. 
See the events page http://saaweb.co.uk/events.html for more details on directions 
etc. 
 
Dick Marsden from the SAA has been in touch to arrange a Scale Fly in similar to 
what we held last year. This will be held on 7th May 2017 and is named “Falkirk Open 
Scale Fly-in 2017”. This will now be a yearly recurring event and will be added to the 
Falkirk Diary and Face Book page. Although Dick judged the scale event last year 
there will be two judges this year, Dick and someone from our club. If there are any 
keen judges wishing to be involved please let me know. The Committee will be 
meeting in April, this gives us time to discuss and also decide if we are giving prizes 
and what they will be and other details e.g. Pilots safety/briefing/parking etc. 
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Insurance: Just a wee reminder to everyone that SAA insurance runs from January 
to December and although most people pay Tam at the AGM if you have not paid a 
club official (Committee Member) by the 31 Dec (your fees and insurance) or have 
paid the SAA/BFMA direct or have taken out flying insurance, you will have no 
insurance or Club Membership and should not fly at the field from the 1st of the next 
year (e.g. 1st Jan 2017). You should also carry proof of your insurance at the field 
when you fly, in case you are involved in an incident and need to provide your details 
(this also applies to other club/flying visitors).       
 
Safety at the Field: Everyone is doing a great job in remembering the 9 Safety 
points from the previous newsletter, I have definitely noticed the pit area more 
organised and planes are taking off from the strip. We have had the odd hiccup here 
and there and we definitely do not want to introduce more and more guidelines/rules 
as other clubs have done. However just to be clear, if you make a mistake then we 
are only human, but if the safety officer does talk to you or a fellow member shows 
concern at someone’s flying or actions at the filed, you will be asked to land your 
plane or turn it off (make it safe) then the mistake will be pointed out. We all need to 
have some guidelines so we all need to stick to them as best we can. If you wish to 
debate/clarify safety or any areas of the clubs safety guidance please do so before 
you fly or start your plane, with the club Safety Officer Jamie.           
 
Visitors: Can we all have a think about visitors to the field, over the summer there 
will be visitors attending Fly-ins and possible new/potential members. These visitors 
will be unfamiliar with our field layout and as such should be instructed to stay 
behind the pits and the line of planes we usually have. In most clubs visitors and 
spectators remain behind the planes at all times a safe distance from the models. If 
you bring a visitor or young person you are responsible for their safety and conduct, 
do not let them wander about alone. If you then go to fly and are at the pilots stance, 
they will need to remain behind the pits/planes, ask another club member or friend to 
supervise your visitor(s) so they remain safe at all times. Below is the SAA 
recommended site layout for us to bear in mind. 
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And Finally: 3D Graeme has offered to become a club trainer and Tam  has offered 
a plane (T240) to be fixed up to become a large Club trainer, thanks to you both. 
Hopefully in the summer the plane and Graeme will be available to new and current 
members for a fun/training flight, however after recently talking to Graeme it looks 
like the plane needs a bit of fixing up. If you want to donate any spare parts you 
might have lying about, then chat to Graeme at the field or post on the FB page.    
 

………………………………………………………. 
   
For Sale : If anyone has items they wish to sell then I am happy to add these to the 
newsletter, although they may also be advertised elsewhere e.g. Facebook. Some 
club members may benefit from seeing items for sale in the newsletter. Below for 
sale Great Planes Revolver £180.00 contact Graham Hathaway, new in box (picture 
of plane built to show completed model).     
 

 

                                   
 
 
 
Models are fun, Arty (Chairman FMFC). 
 
 

                                         


