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Grass Cutting Guidance Update 2017 for Key holders 

 
Dear all,  
 there are presently three Key Holders for the Hut that the Grass cutter is kept 
in at the flying field (Alex Munro, Garry Barr and Graham Hathaway). Being a key 
holder means you are responsible for looking after the grass cutter, know how to use 
the machine and cut the grass, not allowing anyone/members who have not been 
trained to use/start or attempt to cut/roll the grass. Alex is the main person who cuts 
the grass, please ask Alex or keep him up to date if there are any developments 
regarding the hut, grass cutter, what grass should or should not be cut (e.g. lumpy 
rushes that may damage the cutter) or if anyone wants trained to become a key 
holder in the future. 
 
As per our FMFC January 2017 newsletter : “Ideally the grass should be cut Monday 
to Friday leaving weekends free to fly, however if weather only allows cutting at the 
weekend this should be done (where reasonably possible) before 11 am as 
weekends are prime flying time”. Below is an expansion/update on the previously 
stated guidance. 
 
Weekends/Sunday : If the grass is long and has not been cut due to weather 
conditions, there may be a need to cut the grass on a Sunday, however this should 
be done before 11 am (as members expect to be flying after that time) grass cutting 
should not take place after 11 am on Sundays.  
 
Weekends/Saturday : On Saturday afternoons the grass is sometimes cut in 
preparation for the Sunday, if a key holder wishes to cut the grass on a Saturday 
then permission needs sought from either a committee member (Alex is on the 
committee therefore can interrupt flying to cut) or for non-committee member key 
holders, seek the agreement of the flyers present at that time that it is ok to interrupt 
their flying for the purpose of maintaining the field (see * below).  
 
Monday to Friday : Alex regularly cuts the grass during the week at any time that is 
convenient to maintain the field  and sometimes it’s cut prior to the Wednesday night 
flying, around tea time. Key holders are to consider any members who are flying 
during the week, however due to the grass needing maintained priority should be 
given to grass cutting Mon - Frid. (see * below).  
 
*Before Grass Cutting Commences : Members should be advised grass cutting is 
taking place and they need to wait until this has been done. No flying or using the 
strip should take place whilst the Grass cutter is operational (and has entered on to 
the field) as you are not to take off or land whilst someone is on the strip (see Jan 
2017 newsletter Safety point 1). Helicopter hovering/flying, control line planes or 
drones are permitted in the field behind the cars as long any flying is well away from 
the cars and in the middle of the field (as per FMFC previous guidelines).                                         
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Exceptional Conditions : Under exceptional conditions the grass can be cut at any 
time and all flying can be halted. This may be on a day where the grass is long and it 
has not been possible to maintain it and a number of members make representation 
to the committee for it to be cut immediately. This decision can only be taken by at 
least two committee members and a Key Holder present, and in agreement with the 
members present at the time e.g. everyone agrees the grass needs cut. Members 
should then be advised no flying etc. until it’s cut and the grass cutter has left the 
strip.         
 
 
  
Regards, Chairman/Committee FMFC.    
 
 
 

                                         
 
 
 


