
 

 

 

 

  THE SCOTTISH AEROMODELLERS     

ASSOCIATION (Abbreviated) 

 

General Rules 
 

 Models should be thoroughly checked for structural soundness before each flying 
session and after any heavy landing or flying incident which could have caused 
structural damage. Models should not be flown if there is evidence of structural 
weakness. 

 Damaged or metal propellers must never be used and propellers must be of a 
suitable size and construction for their expected operating speed. 

 Engines must be set up so that they can be stopped in an emergency using the R/C 
link. Manufacturer’s instructions should be consulted. Where available, failsafe 
should always be operational. 

 Mobile phones should not be used within 5 metres of a computerised transmitter, due 
to the possibility of electronic interference with the transmitter programming. 
Transmitters must never be switched on in the vicinity of a flying field before 
ascertaining the frequencies in use by other pilots. 

 Pilots using computerised radios must be aware that when in PCM mode, must have 
the fail-safe device programmed to set an I/C engine or gas turbine throttle to idle or 
to stop an electric motor. Failsafe when fitted must also be set on 2.4 GHz radios. All 
models over 7kg in weight MUST have a failsafe in place. 

 
All people in attendance shall be responsible for their own and everyone else’s safety. 
 

 Any deviation from the safety rules laid down should, if not acknowledged by the 
transgressor, be pointed out and if such behaviour should be lightly treated or 
repeated, the Club Committee should be informed of the breach of the rules. 

 
No engine or electric motor should be started in the pits. All engine tuning and 
operating at full power should only be carried out at a start-up bench or area out with 
the pits but behind the pilot’s stance. It is essential that other people remain behind 
the propeller. 
 

 All controls must be checked for correct operating sense and freedom before every 
take-off, under full power if applicable. If there is any doubt about their condition the 
flight must be aborted. 

 The condition of all batteries must be known, and if any doubt exists the batteries 
should be fully charged before each flight. 

 All hand launches of powered aircraft should be from or adjacent to and parallel to 
the runway in use. Aircraft must never be launched from the pits or pound area. 

 Whenever about to fly any new model for the first time, after a radio change / repair, 
or after a heavy landing, always do a range check. 



 

 

 
 
I/C Engines 
Before a new model is flown for the first time, or after a radio change/repair, a range check 
must always be carried out with the engine running. This should identify any radio faults 
caused by vibration. The model should be held by a helper to allow for a check at various 
throttle settings, preferably at some distance from the pound and strip to avoid noise 
nuisance. The frequency peg must be used during these checks. This must prove 
satisfactory in accordance with the maker‘s instructions or in the absence of these, solid 
response at a distance of 30 paces with the transmitter aerial retracted should be obtained. 
In the case of 2.4 GHz systems the manufacturers recommended range check should be 
conducted.(usually depressing a button to reduce the TX output and making sure that there 
is still control at 50 metres). 
 

Turbines 
As well as the advice in I/C Engines It is strongly recommended that a manually operated 
fuel shut-off device is fitted in the fuel supply line to the turbine Appoint (and brief if 
necessary) a fireman. The fireman must be familiar with the operation of the extinguisher, 
and be ready to use it as soon as called for in the event of fire. Do not point the extinguisher 
up the jet pipe as this will blow the flame back into the model, and probably cause its loss. 
The extinguisher should be used down the intake, or better down the bypass/jet pipe if the 
engine cover is off. Always make sure a fire is completely out. The jet exhaust should 
pointed away from other models and people, and where possible should be over a hard 
surface away from dried grass. 
 
The initial turn after take-off must always be away from spectators and parking areas. (This 
should be ensured in any event by correct location of the flying strip and choice of flight 
pattern). Diving manoeuvres, aerobatics and any experimental flying should always be 
conducted well away from spectators, parking areas and other people. 
 

 Novices shall not fly solo, only under instruction from a club instructor until attaining 
the Bronze safety certificate. They should endeavour to attain a bronze in a timely 
manner. Club instructors should be allocated by the club and should hold a minimum 
of a Bronze qualification and have relevant experience. 

 Clubs are required to set up suitable arrangements for supervising novice fliers and 
to make provision for proper instruction, using the Flight Training Manual, giving all 
possible encouragement to take the Achievement tests. 

 

Solo Flying 
The S.A.A. discourages flying models on one’s own, but where it is unavoidable, guidelines 
for Club/Group flying should always be adhered to, particularly those regarding the presence 
of other non-fliers, animals and property. In addition the following points apply:- 
 

 Do not indulge in launching practices which are unsafe when conducted without the 
help of an assistant. In particular, it can be very dangerous to hand-launch single-
handed an untrimmed radio controlled power model. 

 Before each launch, thoroughly check for correct control surface movement and 
freedom, ensure that all wing and tail plane retaining bands/fixings are secure and 
ensure that no safety hazards are evident in the take-off path. 

 Avoid situations which could cause self-inflicted injury. If no help is at hand to assist, 
- e.g. to act as transport to hospital - consequences could be severe. 

 If flying alone always let someone know the location and expected time of return. 

 



 

 

 

Field Conduct 
 
When choosing a spot in the model pound, pilots should note the wind direction and 
positions of other models to ensure that the slipstream cannot blow smoke, dust etc. over 
other people and models. 
 

 On no account should a rotating propeller be allowed to point toward any persons. 

 Ascertain the frequencies in use in order to arrange allocation of peg usage. Make 
sure other pilots are aware of any additional user of the frequency. Maintain contact 
so that everyone gets maximum benefit from the time available. 

 It is good practice to stay clear of the runway while another pilot is landing or taking-
off. 

 Especially in the case of beginners, allowing the aircraft to fly a long distance 
downwind should be avoided, as this is where many mistakes occur. It is important to 
keep the flight pattern within easy visibility. 

 For the first flight of a new model, the pilot should be given sole use of the strip. 
 

I/C Engines 
The vast majority of flying field accidents are I/C engine related. Most modellers can show 
some damage to their hands caused by aircraft propellers, some quite serious, and hospital 
records show that over the years there has been a steady flow of propeller-related incidents, 
in some cases resulting in the loss of a finger. As many of these accidents result from 
carrying out starting and adjustment operations from in front of the propeller, the single most 
effective self-protection measure is to move behind the wing as soon as possible after 
starting the engine. With this in mind, the recommended sequence of operations is as 
follows:- Use a purpose designed model start-up stand where available, 
 

 If at all possible, enlist the help of another modeller to restrain the model. 

 Check that there is no-one in front of or in line with the propeller. 

 Check that starter and glow clip leads are well clear of the propeller disc. 

 Check that loose clothing cannot be drawn into the propeller. 

 In the case of R/C models, make certain that the transmitter and receiver are 
switched on and the throttle is set to idle. 

 Attach the glow clip, checking that if it falls off as the engine starts, it cannot fall into 
the propeller. 

 Use an electric starter when possible, but if hand-starting use a rubber covered 
chicken-stick, or rubber finger stall. 

 If flicking the propeller with a finger or fingers, hold the propeller in the hand and turn 
it over slowly, with the glow plug disconnected, to check for a flooded condition which 
can cause the propeller to kick back. When using a starter and especially on smaller 
engines this procedure can save internal damage to a badly flooded engine. Also 
check the trailing edge of the blades as these can be extremely sharp. 

 When hand-starting, put as little of the finger through the prop-disc as possible. Push 
on the sloping front face of the blade so that in the event of a kick-back the blade will 
push the finger aside. 

 
 
 

 When the engine starts, clear the starter to one side and move behind the wing 
before removing the glow clip to avoid leaning over spin Prop. 

 
No engine should be run in the pits. If possible a dedicated starting bench / 



 

 

area should be provided. 

 Carry the model to the engine run-up area to check full-throttle operation. 

 Do not hold the model nose-up with the propeller at head height and open the throttle 
as everyone on the field is then in line with the propeller. The needle should be set 
slightly rich to compensate for in-flight unloading of the propeller, so this procedure is 
meaningless as well as potentially dangerous. 

 After a flight, stop the engine before switching off the transmitter and receiver. NOTE: 
All operators of spark ignition, petrol fuelled or gas turbine engines should have a fire 
extinguisher of the correct type (CO2 or similar) present. 

 
Lipo’s should be treated with respect and not charged inside any vehicle, 
preferably they should be charged on a dedicated fireproof bench, or area. 

 

Gas Turbines 
 A fire extinguisher should be in the immediate vicinity at all times. This should be of 

the CO2 gas type. Fire extinguishers should be physically checked as per the 
manufacturer’s instructions. Not fired off unless recommended by the manufacturer. 
Its contents should be checked and refilled on a routine basis. One person should be 
delegated as fireman, and should ensure no naked lights etc. and be responsible for 
nothing else but fire prevention and extinguishing. 

 When using Gas, it should not be done within 20 feet of any pilots or spectators, who 
should be asked to extinguish cigarettes etc. prior to its use. 

 
Failsafe’s (BMFA) 

 Know how your failsafe works. 

 The failsafe must bring the throttle to close or idle on loss or corruption of the radio 
signal. 

 If your R/C equipment is “failsafe enabled” then you must use it. 

 Models over 7kg must be fitted with a failsafe. 

 Models powered by gas turbine must be fitted with a failsafe. 

 Check the operation of the failsafe at the start of every flying session. 

 For flying displays establishing the correct operation of failsafe’s should be part of the 
scrutineering process. 

 
Drone Pilots need to know (Please read the guidance following the link below) 
https://bmfa.org/Info/Know-the-Law  
 
Know you’re Insurance (Please read the guidance following the link below) 
https://bmfa.org/Info/Articles/Know-your-insurance 
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